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steps of uniting the clergy by their representatives under the
praemunientes clause, and the Commons by the borough mem-
bers as well as by the knights of the shire, with the assembled
magnates, are taken in 1295.

The war for the recovery of Gascony was determined on in
the Whitsuntide parliament or court at Westminster (June 6,
1294). On the I4th the king summoned the military force of
the kingdom to muster at Portsmouth on the ist of September ;
a term afterwards postponed to the 3Oth. On the igth of
August the king summoned the whole clergy of the realm, not
in provinces as heretofore, but to one assembly at Westminster
on the 2ist of September (No. I) : the chapters being repre-
sented by one, and the parochial clergy by two proctors from
each diocese. The assembly met, and the king demanded a
half of the goods of the clergy : after much discussion and
complaint, he seems to have obtained the concession, at least
from a portion of the body. He had already seized the
treasures of the churches, and the wool of the merchants, and
was proceeding in a most arbitrary manner. At this juncture
a rebellion of the Welsh stopped the expedition to Gascony ;
but the king found himself obliged to summon the parliament
for a money grant. The writs were issued on the 8th of October
(No. II) ; the next day another writ, summoning two additional
knights from each shire, was sent to the sheriffs, but no repre-
sentatives of the towns were summoned. The day of meeting
was the I2th of November. The parliament, without the
clergy, met on that day, and the business was speedily dis-
patched, for, on the same I2th of November, the king appointed
the commissioners to collect the tenth granted by the earls,
barons, knights, and all others of the kingdom. The chronicle,
Flores Historiarum, adds that a sixth was extracted from
the towns. About the same time a writ was issued exempting
from the payment of the tenth the goods of those of the clergy
who had granted the ' half ' in the assembly on S. Matthew's
Day.